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ADVERTISEMENT. 


THIS Funeral Diſcourſe was prepared, 
without any Purpoſe of ſubmitting it to the 
ye of the Public: but the Author has 
yielded to the Solicitations of many, and thoſe 
' eſpecially of the younger Part of his Au- 
dience; hoping, from the Impreſſions that it 
appeared to have made on thoſe who heard it, 
that it might, under the Influence of a Di- 
vine Bleſſing, prove the Occaſion of laſting 
Benefit. to others into whoſe Hands it may 
fall. In this Hope he is encouraged, by the 
happy Effetts which a Diſcourſe, occaſioned 
by a ſimilar Providence, appeared to produce 
on the Mind of the deceaſed. 


N. B. Should any Profits ariſe from the 
Publication, they will be appropriated for the 


Benefit of the SUNDAY School in this 
Place, 


Tooting, Dec. 5, 1793. 
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SERMON, Oe. 


I FEEL, my dear friends, very unequal to 
the ſervice in which I am now en- 
gaging: but I have confidence in the 
grace of the good SPIRIT or Gop, and 
in your candor and prayers. You will 
bear with me, while I vary from my 
uſual form of addreſs, and preach, not 
ſo much to the congregation in general, 

as to myſelf and my family. 

As the ground of my diſcourſe, I wiſh to 
adopt the words which David once uſed 
reſpeCting an awful, yet bleſſed be Gop, 
not a ſimilar Providence, 


> —o— — — ä ——— 


1 CHRON. Ch. xv. Ver. 13. 


© The LoRD our Gop made a breach upon 
«6 ue,” 


A DVERTING to the diſpenſation to 
which David has reſpect in theſe 
words, it is to be obſerved, that the ar+ of 
B Gop, 


( 2 ) 

God, in the days of Eli, had been taken 
captive-by the Philiſtines. Soon, however, 
it was brought back, as far as to Kirjath- 
Jearim. But though the ar# was Iſrael's pe- 
culiar glory, Saul ſeems to have ſet little 
value upon it. He did not covet its pre- 
ſence. David was of another ſpirit: he had 
no ſooner obtained the government, than his 
pious foul panted with a defire to be ho- 
noured with the preſence of the ar in the 
royal city. Great errors, however, were 
committed in the firſt attempt which was 
made to bring it thither. It was put on a 
cart: but the ordinance of Gop required, 

- that it ſhould be carried on the ſhoulders of 
the prieſts—Gop had appointed that none 
but the Levites ſhould touch it, on pain of 
death. Uzza was not of the family of Levi, 
but inconſiderately, perhaps, rather than pre- 
ſumptuouſly, he put forth his hand to ſupport 
it when ſhaken, Uzza was ſtruck dead on 
the ſpot by the immediate hand of Gop. 

A breach was hereby made on the com- 
pany engaged in this pious buſineſs, and 
they were too much terrified to proceed. 
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Three months after, however, a ſecond 
attempt was made; when the directions of 
Gop's word were ſtrictly attended to, and 
the ar4 was brought in ſolemn triumph to 
FJeruſalem. 

Bleſſed be Gop, we have not the terrors 
of that viſitation to deplore, in the Provi- 
dence we have now to improve. Here I 
wiſh, 

FrRSsT, To offer ſome remarks on the 
preſent affecting viſitation, and the breach it 
has made, | 
_ SECONDLY, To call our attention to ſome 


reaſons for ſubmiſſion to the will of Gow, 


in that providence by which HE has made a 
breach upon us. 

TrrRDLY, To notice the further im- 
provement which death breaches call for. 

F. To offer ſome remarks on the preſent 
affecting viſitation, and the breach it has 
made. 

My heart rejoices in the perſuaſion I have 
juſt hinted, that it is not a diſpenſation of 
wrath.. We are not called to mourn, as 
Eli, over children, whoſe preſumptuous fins 

B 2 brought 


1 
brought on their guilty heads the threat- 


.ened vengeance of Heaven—Nor as Aaron 


over children ſtruck dead by the immediate 
and wrathful hand of Gop—Noar as David 
over a darling child periſhing in the very act 
of rebellion. It is no angry breach that is 


made upon us. Nor is it fo ide a breach, 


as death ſometimes makes: as when the 
head and ſupport of a family is removed, or 
when the 4 of creature comfort is taken 
away. Our affliction is not like that of the 
poor woman, whom the compaſſionate Jz- 
sus met, following the remains of her only 
Vn to the grave, herſelf being at the ſame 
time a widow e No—nor is it a hopeleſs 
and perpetual breach. It is true, our dear 


child is gone the way from whence ſhe 


« ſhall not return.” For a time ſhe is loſt 
to us; but ſhe has found a better home, a 
better reſt. The © earthly houſe of her 
&« tabernacle” is fallen; but the happy Spirit 
has gained a building of Gop, an houſe 
& not made with hands, eternal in the Hea- 
ce yens.” She has found more delightful 


* Luke Vii. 12. 


ſociety, 
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„ 
ſociety, more exalted employments, more 
ſatisfying joys. She has reached “ the end 


of her faith, the joy, the glory of her 


Lok p; and in glad ſurprize exults, “ zhe 
te one half was not told me!” 

Yet death breaches are always awful ; 
they are ever painful and affetting, When 


death enters a family, and interrupts the 


intercourſes of endeared friendſhip, and 
te the deſire of our eyes,” and the delight 
of our heart, is * taken away with a ſtroke,” 
it were impious to deſþie the chaſtening 
of the Lox D, and refuſe the parting 
tear. Jesvs himſelf weeps at the tomb of 
Lazarus, and has provided the choiceſt 
comforts for them that mourn. 

One circumſtance, I with eſpecially to 
notice, reſpecting the breach we are now 
endeavouring to improve, and that is, that 
it is a „t breach. 

When death firſt enters a family, it being 
a ſolemn warning. Ah, my dear fellow 


mourners, it ſpeaks to all, but its voice 1s 


eſpecially directed to you and to me: and 


this is the admonition it brings, © be ye alſo _ 
33 * ready. 


C2 
te ready,” Which of us may receive the 
next ſummons, we know not. Oh, may it 
find none of us unprepared, none of us un- 
willing to obey! _ 

I faid, I rejoiced in the perſuaſion, that 
the preſent is not a diſpenſation of wrath : 
yet my heart will not ſuffer me to fay, that 
the Lozp our Gop ſaw no iniquity in us, 
which nE meant by this providence to re- 
buke. It becomes us, however, to © ſearch 
* and try our heart, and 4 ſee if there be 
any allowed evil in us.“ 

Perhaps the ſpirit of prayer was declin- 
ing, and we needed a loud alarm in Provi- 
dence to rouſe and revive the things that 
« remained and were ready to die,” 

Perhaps the dear delight poſſeſſed too 
large a ſhare in our affeftions, and Gop in 
mercy prepared a worm” to prey on the 


95 


pleaſant gourd, that, taught by painful diſ- 


appointment, we may cry, Return unto 
« thy 74/7, oh my foul!” 

Perhaps the important 7ru/?, committed 
to us, was not diſcharged with that fidelity 
and affectionate ſolicitude, with that ſingle- 

neſs 
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neſs of heart to the glory of Gop, that it 
ought and might have been. | 
Yet who can tell? Tis poſſible that rea- 
ſons of a different nature directed the deter- 
mination of an all-diſpoſing PRoviDENCE 
in this event: perhaps Gop foreſlaw the 
temptations and troubles, to which this fee- 
ble labourer in His vineyard would be ex- 
poſed in a more advanced life, and therefore 
compaſſionately granted her both her diſ- 
miſſion and recompence, before the burden 
and heat of the day came on. Or perhaps 
the adored SovrREIOX and FRIEND of 
Believers ſaw in her ſo much of the lovely 
traces of His own image, the beauty of 
the LorD our God,” that it was eſpecially 
HIs will, that ſhe ſhould “ be with HIM, 
where HE is, to behold nis glory.” It 
is manifeſt, HE often takes thoſe firſt whom 
HE loves beſt. | 
Doubtleſs, however, this was the will 
« of Gon,” reſpecting ſurvivors, © even our 
* ſanQification ;” HE would try our patient 
reſignation to His diſpoſing will -E would 
try the fincerity of our heart in the profeſ- 
ſion we have made, of leaving all to follow ux 
B 4 —HE 
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xx would improve the ſpirituality of our 
temper, and teach us, in the abſence of an en- 
deared creature delight, to riſe with more ar- 
dent affection and enlarged defire ** to Gop 
e our exceeding joy'—HE would teach us 
the vanity of all earthly good, and quicken 
us in our attention to the great concerns of 
another world. —Yes, my Brethren, it is by 
affliction Gop is pleaſed to call us aſide, 
from the noiſe and hurry of the world, to 
liſten to his inſtructive and cheering voice. 
Affliction is the wilderneſs, where faith, and 
patience, and every grace is tried, that it 
may be improved—where - Gon leads us 
« about, to humble us and prove us, that 
% HE might know what is in our hearts 
Yes, and affliction is the wilderneſs, where 
_ Gop's moſt gracious preſence is found, and 
His choiceſt comforts are taſted. There 
the manna falls, and is found“ ſweet to the 
“ taſte” — ſweeter than honey — ſweet as 
“ angel's food.“ Sin is our diſeaſe, afflic- 
tion the medicine, which Gop, as our phy- 
fician, in infinite wiſdom and love directs, 
for the health and proſperity of our ſouls, 
Oh, how many have occaſion to review 
wilder- 


4 
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wilderneſs troubles with gratitude and joy, 
as their richeſt bleſſings ! 

II. Let us call our attention to ſome rea- 
ſons for ſubmiſſion to the will of Gop, in 
that providence, by which HE has made a 
breach upon us. 

Some of theſe may be found in our text, 
and others the providence itſelf will eafily 
ſuggeſt, | | | 

1. We are all haſtening to the tomb; 
and have no little reaſon to wonder, that our 
mortal frame has been ſupported ſo long. 
« Death, on his pale horſe,” has been ever 
traverſing our world, ſince the entrance of 
ſin into it; and had we any reaſon to expect 
that he ſhould ever paſs by our door ? No, 
we had no reaſon to expect an exemption 
from the common lot ofhumanity, And now 
our friend, our ſiſter, our child, is gone but 
a little before us gone to remind us that 
** here we have no continuing city.” Our 
families are formed by degrees, and we have 
no reaſon to expect that we ſhall obtain a 
permiſſion to die together. No, but there 
muſt be a ſeparation, and ſome of us muſt 


ſee 


( 10 ) 
ſee © lover and friend put far from us and 
* our acquaintance into darkneſs.” HR 
who “ holds the keys of the inviſible world, 
„ and of death,” will ſend the ſummons 
firſt, to whom HE pleaſes. Death ſhafts do 
not fly at random ; they have all their com- 
miſſion, and with unerring certainty, fulfil 
the decrees of Heaven. 

Experience has taught me to ſympathize 
with the young, who ſurvive ſuch bereaving 
afflictions. The world is flattering them 
with the proſpe& of many years of creature 
felicity. They are ſeldom ſo well prepared 
to realize the ſolemnities of a dying hour, 
and the glories of eternity, as when in- 
ſtructed by ripening years and encreaſed ex- 
perience. - But when we are got beyond the 
meridian of life, and have, as it were, one 
foot in the grave, it muſt be expected, me- 
thinks, that our aims and our hopes ſhould 
be habitually carried above the preſent 
world—that we ſhould think and ſpeak and 
act as men who know that ** the time of” 
their departure is at hand” — that our 
cares, our affections, our attachments to 
| I the 


C 86 IJ 

the preſent world, ſhould ſenſibly abate; 
and our chief ſolicitude be to get ſafely, ere- 
ditably, and comfortably, to a better country, 
even an heavenly, Having obtained the 
grant of a ſettlement there, it is to be ex- 
pected that we ſhould be preparing for our 
removal. 

It is the higheſt ſatisfaction a godly parent 
can enjoy, to know that every member of 
his family is embarked on one ſure bottom, 
under the conduct of a ILO who © holds 
« the winds in Es fiſt.” 

And why ſhould we be ieee 
becauſe we all cannot enter the port together? 
— Becauſe there is betwixt the ſea of life, 
and that ſeat of. reſt, a narrow ſtreight, which 
each individual, under the conduct of the 
PILOT, muſt paſs alone? Why not willing 
to go myſelf when the MASTER calls? Or 
why grieve for the ſhort abſence of another, 
whom HE choſe to prefer before me ? The 
period of ſeparation is ſhort—The paſſage 
is difficult, but ſafe—The inheritance to 
which we go is beyond expreſſion delightful 
QE and our arrival and joyful meeting there, 

f (f 


have been far more diſtreſſing. He might 


{ wu 
(if we are united to CHRIS) aſcertained by 
the oath and promiſe of Gop.,——Yes, my 


Brethren, when I ſtand on ſuch ground as 


this, and feel the animating influence of 
ſuch proſpets—I would yield myſelf, with 
implicit confidence, to that Gop who per- 
« formeth all things for me.” And while an 


endeared earthly comfort lies withering in 


the tomb, would fay H hath done all 
&* things well!” 

2. We who are now called to mourn, 
have been ſuffered long to remain in the en- 
joyment of endeared family connections 
without any bereaving ſtroke. : 

A family ſo numerous ſtanding for twenty- 
ſix years without one breach by death, is no 
common privilege. It is a conſideration 


that helps to filence complaint, when at laſt 


death enters. 
3. It is the Loxp has done it. 

So ſaid the Pſalmiſt, I was dumb, I 
opened not my mouth becauſe Hou didſt 
at.” 


Gop might have ſuffered the breach to 


have 


n 
have withheld n1s reſtraining as well as his 
renewing grace. Our children might have 
ariſen in life, unconcerned about their ſouls, 
and deſtitute of the fear and love of Gop. 
We might have been the grieved ſpeCtators 
of their multiplied rebellions againſt Gop, 
and with bleeding hearts have beheld them 
at laſt, ** dying in their fins.” And even 
then, under thoſe moſt diſtreſſing circum- 
ſtances, it would have become us, with 
Aaron, to © hold our peace; * or with 
Eli, to ſay, It is the Lorp, let HIM do 
what ſeemeth HIM good.“ 

Indeed it would be folly, as well as im- 
piety, to “ ſet our mouth againſt the hea- 
vens, and utter our complaints againſt the 
MoOS'' HIGH GOD. Nor can we, on this 
ſide hell, have any juſt reaſon of complaint. 


„Shall a living man complain, a man 


&« for the puniſhment of his fins ?” 


It is to be feared, the heart which 
ſinks under the burden of affliction, is not 


ſenſible, as it ought, of the burden of fin : 


Lev. x. 3. + I Sam. iii. 28. 


for 
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for then it would confeſs, © it is of the 
% LoRD's mercies that we are not conſumed, 
% becauſe His compaſſions fail not.. It is 
to be feared the heart, where impatience 
and diſcontent prevail under affliction, is far 
eſtranged from Gop too far to receive the 
impreſſions of that ſolemn word Be ſtill 
« and know that I am God!” By and by, 
it may, in a better temper, adopt the lan- 
guage of Job, I have heard of THEN, by 
« the hearing of the ear, but now mine eye 
te ſeeth THEE, wherefore I abhor myſelf, 
and repent in duſt and aſhes. 

4. It is the Lord our Gop has done it. 
It is our Father's Gop, and our family 
Gop. It is xx, to whom we have ! joined 
te ourſelves in an everlaſting covenant never 
tc to be forgotten.” It is xz who long ſince 
pledged His inviolable truth to conſult our 
intereſt in all nts diſpenſations concerning 
us, and ſaid, 7 will ſurely do thee good. 
It is HE who ſpared not His own ſon, Hs 
only begotten and dearly beloved ſon, but 


Sam. iii. 22. + Job. xlii. 5, 6. tGen. xxxii. 12, 
| « freely 


© 5s )* 
e freely gave HIM up” to ſuffer and die 
&« for us.“ It is HRE who gave HIMSELF 
unto us, who has appointed his providence 
for our guard—H1s covenant for our ſup- 
port—H1s faints for our companions—nHIs 
angels for our miniſtring ſervants—nIs Hea- 
ven for our home—and n1s all-ſufficiency 
for our everlaſting portion. 

It is xt, whoſe wiſdom cannot err, whoſe 
love cannot cool, whoſe promiſe cannot fail, 
and whoſe providence is working all 
« things after the counſel of nis own will.! 
It is our tried friend, whoſe ©* goodneſs has 
« followed us all our days, —who has been 
known “ our preſent help in every time of 
need, — who has ſometimes ** prevented 
« us with the bleſſings of His goodneſs, 
and ſometimes ſurpriſed us by the diſce- 
very of light ſpringing out of darkneſs, and 
made our ſevereſt trials and ſharpeſt ſorrows 
the vehicle of the richeſt conſolations and 
the choiceſt gifts of His love. It is that 
Gop who faves us by myſterious ways, and ] 


t Rom. Ville 32. ; * Eph, KL 11. * 
1. 
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is often pleaſed to obſcure the kindeſt love 
of ufs heart, and the moſt gracious opera- 
tions of Eis hand behind a forbidding cloud, 
anſwering our moſt importunate enquiries 
and trembling anxieties, with “what I do 
thou know not now, but thou ſhall know 
hereafter,”* EA 

It is xx to whom we have ſo often ſaid 


« All that I have, and all I am, 
« Shall be for ever thine.” 


And now my ſoul, would'ſt thou revoke the 
ſurrender, and pluck the devoted gift from the 
altar? No,—but were it poſſible that the im- 
portunity of prayer might revoke the ſentence 
that has gone forth, and re- animate the for- 
ſaken clay, « I would lay 2 hand on my 
mouth. 

It is our Father, and our Friend, whoſe 
heart is love, whoſe purpoſe, whoſe promiſe, 
whoſe providence, is love, - who has multi- 
plied n1s kindeſt aſſurances of everlaſting 
grace and mercy to ſilence and to ſatisfy us. 
And after all, ſhall I indulge ungrounded 

| ſuſpicions ? Shall I heſitate to yield myſelf 
to 


* John xili. 7. 
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to his diſpoſal ? Shall I arraign fis pto- 
ceeding ? Shall I be refractory under n1s 
chaſtening, * as a bullock unaccuſtomed to 
the yoke?” When my favourite gourd is 
withered, ſhall I fay © I do well to be an- 
« ory?” When earthly comforts ſicken and 
die, ſhall I fay © an enemy hath done this?“ 
No, but rather with my ſuffering 
Lorp let me fay, the cup which my 
« heavenly FATHER hath given me, ſhall 
«* I not drink it?“ He hath faid enough to 
ſatisfy me that HE will “ lead me in the 
right way to the city of habitation ;” and 
ſhall I only ſay © In be content?“ No, 
'tis an expreſſion too low for a chriſtian. 
Rather would I yield myſelf to his conduct, 
and fay, ** behold, here am I, let HIN do 
to me as ſeemeth good unto HN !“ 

Precious as this comfort was in my eſ- 
teem, it was not tos precious to offer, as an 
expreſſion of the gratitude of my heart to 
that Gop, to whoſe mercy © I owe my 
« life, my ſoul, my all.” Severe as this 
ſeparation is to my bleeding heart, yet It 
is, if need be, that I am in heavineſs.“ * 
* 2 Sam. xv. 20, + 1 Pet, i. 6. 
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Ah, my divided heart, how it needs to be 
« emptied from veſſel to veſſel, to be 
driven from one creature joy to another, be- 
fore it will abide in its proper, its only © reſt- 
„ing place? 

« ur neareſt joys and deareſt friends, 
« The partners of our blood, 

« How they divide our wav'ring minds, 
And leave but half for Gon.“ 

5. It is a reconciling and fatisfying conſi- 
deration, that the friend who is now loſt to 
us, is got beyond all ſufferings and lin, and 
entered into ** the joy of her LoR D.? 

Thanks be to Gop, who had given us as 
parents to feel ſomething of the importance 
of the truſt committed to us, and put it into 
our hearts to ſeek the ſpiritual and everlaſting 
intereſt of our children, as our firſt and prin- 
cipal concern. 


When firſt increaſed diſeaſe appeared to 


found the alarm, and to ſignify the pleaſure 


of HEAVEN reſpecting the child we have loſt, 
our hearts ſeverely felt the ſhock; we 
* feared as we entered into the cloud ;” but 
bleſſed be. Gop, it has proved a cloud il- 
lumined with glory, and we have heen con- 
ſtrained to confeſs, © it is even good to be 
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here!”'# Reluctant nature could not but plead, 


« FATHER, if it be poflible, let this cup 
* paſs from me!” Our hearts, however, ſoon 
recollected themſelves, and wiſhed to cloſe 
every fervent ſapplication with © neverthe- 
* leſs, not as I will, but as thou wilt.” + 

Yet this was the burden of our prayer. — 
of prayer importunate and without ceaſing, 
« Lord, at THY command we offer up our 
«© endeared comfort; but oh! receive her 
« with a ſmile; that ſmile which will 
« ſweetly invite her to TaiNE arms, and 
% cauſe our hearts to exult in the Heaven 
c ſhe finds there !” 

We had a great deal of reaſon to enter- 
tain the moſt pleaſing hopes reſpecting the 
ſpiritual ſtate of this dear child before her 
illneſs. | 1 

A remarkable tenderneſs of conſcience ſhe 
had long diſcovered. With a watchful cir- 
cumſpection ſhe refrained herſelf, and as a 
faithful monitor, would often reſtrain others 
ce from the appearance of evil.” The word 
and ordinances of Gop have long appeared 


to be her delight ; and it ſcemed to be with 


* Matt, xvii, 4. + Matt. 26. 39. 
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tirement. 


inſtruction. 


real pleaſure that ſhe improved all opportu- 
nities, ſtated and occaſional, of going up to 
the houſe of Gop. Nor was ſhe a thought- 
leſs and inconſiderate hearer of the word; 
or unconcerned about its influence upon her 
heart. Once and again, after her return 
from the houſe of Gop, on the LokxpD's day 
evening, ſhe has been found in her room, ſo 
tenderly affected in recollecting and praying 
over what ſhe had heard, that her tears ne- 
ceſſarily prolonged. the ſeaſon of her re- 


1 1 muſt acknowledge, it gave me pleaſure 
to obſerve with what affectionate ſolicitude 
ſhe intereſted herſelf on the behalf of the 
poor children of the Sunday-School, and 
how induſtriouſly ſhe aſſiſted in giving them 


| Her correſpondence by letter, likewiſe 
ſhows how much ſhe felt of the importance 
of religion, and of the need there was of 
reſiſting every temptatien to diſſipation and 
worldly conformity. In a letter to a young 
friend, after repreſenting in a ſtriking man- 
ner the neceſſity and the advantage of a life 

of godlineſs, the concludes with this admo- 


nition, 


nn 


nition, “ If you wiſh to be a child of Gop, 
« and to follow where H leads, you will, 
« hope, when under temptation to go to a 
« place cf faſhionable entertainment, firſt 
* conſider, if CHRIST were on earth, would 
« HE be there. I think that would deter 
« you from going, at leaſt I hope fo.” 

But diſpoſed as her mind was to the du- 
ties of religion, and ſincere as her delight 
was in them, ſhe wanted more than this to 
ſatisfy her of her intereſt in the bleſſings of 
the geſpel.— A few months ago, when her el- 
der ſiſter was about to give herſelf up to Gop, 
and to His church, in a public profeſſion, ſhe ] 
expreſſed herſelf to this purpoſe: ** I ſhould 
* have been glad to have approached the 
„ LokD's table with my ſiſter, but there is 
* that one word unworthily*,”: (referring 
to the apoſtolic form of the inſtitution) 
* which I cannot yet get over. When 
diſeaſe prevailed, and ſhe could not be inſen- 
fible of the danger ſhe was in, no little 
anxiety appeared in her mind. At the age of 
ſeventeen, totally unexperienced in the cares, 
the difficulties, and troubles of this mortal 

* 1 Cor. ii. 27. | 
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ſtate, and cloſely attached to life, by the 
ſtrong cords of creature love, ſhe found it 
no eaſy matter to be reconciled to a change 
of worlds. 5 8 

But there was more than this; ſhe exer- 
ciſed a godly jealouſy over herſelf, and 
« feared, leſt a promiſe being left” her of 
entering into H1s reſt,” ſhe © ſhould ſeem 
«to. come ſhort of it v. Once ſhe faid 
to her mother, with many tears, the ene- 
* my has been very buſy with me this night, 
e following me with this ſuggeſtion, that I 
* do not love Gop—but indeed I hope I 


* love HIM. Oh! that I could love HIM 
© more!“ | 


At another time, after I had been very 
particularly engaged in prayer on her be- 
half, and within her hearing, I found her 
almoſt overwhelmed with tears — hanging 
on my neck, in the tendereſt emotion of the 
paſſions, ſhe ſaid, I want more comfort in 
% my ſoul—I want to n my intereſt in 
„ the covenant.” —» © My dear,” faid I, 
it is the defire of your heart, I truſt, to 
„give yourſelf wholly to Gop, and to 

* Heb. iv. 1. | 
have 


l 

« have HIM for your only portion?“ To 
which ſhe anſwered with much eagerneſs : 
—*< Oh! yes!” - This led me to ſpeak fur- 
ther to her of the grace of Gop in CHRIS 
Ixsus. 

After a reſtleſs night, I ſaid to her, My 
« dear, I find you have had but little ſleep 
* to-night; I hope you had pleaſant 
„ thoughts of Gop and of CHRIST.“ 
« Yes,” ſhe replied, ** I had at times, but 
at other times I could not have my 
te thoughts collected; I endeavoured to 
pray, but I could not as I wiſhed.” 

Two days before her death I ſaid to her, 
« Well, my dear, does not Gop now re- 
i ſtrain the enemy, and raiſe you above your 
„ fears?” She anſwered, ©* Yes, ſome- 
times ;” adding, © now and then a doubt 
* ariſes, but I would not give up the hope I 
* have for all the world,” Indeed the ſet- 
tled . compoſure, the ſweet ſerenity, which 
had now for a conſiderable time appeared on 
her ſpirit, proved that hope to be an anchor 
to her ſoul ſure and ſtedfaſt. 

The day before her departure, defiring 
me to pray with her; I aſked her, © what 
C 4 % ſhe 
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« ſhe would with me particularly to pray 


«« for on her behalf?“ - Without a mo- 
ment's heſitation, and with apparent earn- 
eſtneſs, ſhe replied, that I may love the 
* LoRD J sus more, and that I may &#now 
* mine intereſt in the covenant of grace.” 
Her expectation, and even her delire of 
life, ſeemed now to be gone. 

A very few minutes before her departure, 


finding, as I conclude, a ſenſible change in 


herſelf, ſhe eagerly called me to her bedſide, 
and when a little relieved from fainting, ſhe 
ſaid, “ J am going.” —* Well, my dear,” 


aid I, you truſt a faithful Gop, and HE 


„ will never leave you: HE is now about 
6e to ſhow you his aan. how glorious 
10-08. --- 

On that, while I was ſupporting her 
drooping head, and ſhe holding by my hand, 
the looked with remarkable earneſtneſs to- 


wards Heaven, and then towards me, and 


with her dying lips, diſtinctly and emphati- 
cally ſaid—“ Joys !” 


Not apprehending her departure quite ſo 


near, Yes, my dear,” faid I, © Heaven is 
ff a world of joys; and is not J=zsUs now 


60 precious 
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« precious to you? But ſhe could ſay no 
more—{he had ſaid enough—ſhe ſweetly, 
and almoſt immediately, “fell aſleep in 
> JIrsus.“ 

That one word dropping from her lips, 
juſt as they were cloſing in death, I gladly 
entertained as a meſſenger from Heaven, 
bringing the return of prayer, and the ut- 
moſt deſire of my heart. 

And now I wiſh to record the tender 
mercy of Gop to me, in directing, that I 

ſhould be in the room at that inſtant, to 
afford, by the offices of parental tenderneſs, 
ſome ſupport to her feeble frame, in the ſur- 
prize of ſenſible diſſolution ; and to receive 
the long wiſhed for aſſurance, that the yoys 
of Heaven were breaking in upon her ſoul. 

Had the patrons of the faſhionable opi- 
nion of the ſoul's ſleeping with the body 
been preſent, I think they might have wit- 
neſſed enough to convince an unprejudiced 
mind, that this ſpirit, inſtead of falling 
aſleep, was waking—waking to joys—eſcap- 
ing from its priſon; while the glory of 
opening Heavens and a ſmiling Saviour 
poured on its exulting powers, 


And 
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And now my fellow-mourners, ſhould 
we complain of what the Lok p has done, 
and fay, 


« Why was a life, ſo fair, cut off fo ſoon ?” 


Rather let me with gratitude adore the 
grace of Gop, who has preferred a child of 
mine, to a ſeat at nis own right-hand, in 


the fulneſs of Heaven's joys. 


We received her at nis hand, as the mo- 
ther of Moſes received him, from the hands 
of Pharaoh's daughter, only to be carefully 
aurſed and trained up for Gop. And 
ſhould not HE call when he pleaſes for his 
own? He ſaw the opening beauties of this 
tender plant, and knew the dangers to which 
ſhe might have been expoſed in this un- 
kindly foil ; and therefore, in tender ſolici- 
tude, removed her to the peaceful and de- 
O let me re- 
joice that ſhe has found a ſhelter from the 
cares and troubles of life, even before the 
ſtorm began—that ſhe has reached the port, 
and obtained an abundant inheritance there, 


after ſo ſhort a voyage 


III. The 
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III. The further improvement which 
death-breaches call for. 

1. How precious the geſpel, and how 
rich the conſolation which it brings to the 
houſe of mourning ! 

Oh, Sirs, that faithful ſaying,” 

« worthy of all acceptation, that By 
« CHRIST came into the world to fave ſin- 
© ners * that nt hath made HIM to be 
c fin for us, who knew no in, that we 
* might be made the righteous of Gop in 
iN +.” Oh, precious gift of the Fa- 
THER's love! the FATHER'S unexampled 
and amazing love 

And ſhall not His grace be admired, 
*« who, though HE was rich, yet for our 
e ſakes became poor 4 ho ſuffered, the 
juſt for the unjuſt, that us might bring us 
nigh unto Gop F—who encountered death 
in all its terrors, and drank the very dregs 
of the cup of Divine wrath due to our fins, 
that HE might bring in everlaſting righte- 


* Tim. i. 15. + 2 Cor, V. 21. pi 2 Cor, viii. 9. 
$ x Pet. iii, 18, | 


. ouſneſs, 
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te quſneſs, and obtain for us © acceſs with 
* confidence to Gop”' and glory. 

Yes, this is grace never to be thought of, 
but with the warmeſt affection.— This is 
grace that demands moſt grateful ſervices, 
and the moſt elevated ſtrains of praiſe, Pre- 
cious geſpel, that brings theſe diſcoveries | 
A bleeding CHRIST and a ſmiling Goo ! 
A ſealed. covenant and a heaven ſecured !— 
Oh, this is indeed the light,” the cheering, 
tranſporting light, © of the world, and the 
« life of men.” This is the ſacred tree that 
heals our. bitter waters. This the ſovereign 


balm that heals the broken heart, and 


teaches the ſuffering believer to ſing, © I 
„% know, Oh LokD, that Tay judgments 
are right, and that h-u in faithfulneſs 
« haſt afflicted me * !” This is the ſhining 
light that cheers even the darkſome tomb, 
and emboldens the feeble ſaint to welcome 
the laſt enemy with a ſhout ; Oh death, 
* where is thy. ſting ! Oh grave, where is 
« thy victory +!” 

Oh, how it relieves our ſorrows, under 
the loſs of an endeared friend, to know that 


* Pſalm cxix. 751 + 1 Cor xv. 55, 
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he is entered into reſt. And as to the for- 
ſaken clay, how fatisfying the affurance 
from the lips of one who “ is able to fave 
te to the uttermoſt; I will raiſe it gin at 
e the laſt day!“ 

| Yeſterday, my fellow-mourners, we were 
* going forth weeping, bearing precious 
« ſeed; but we have ſown in hope—ere 
long, we © ſhall doubtleſs come again with 
„ rejoicing”—our eyes, our hearts, our arms 
full of joy“ bringing our ſheaves with 

% us *,” Oh, what a delightful harveſt 
will that be! 33 

2. Let us, who ſurvive, be ſolicitous to 
gain advantage to ourſelves by this diſpen- 
ſation. 

The adored FATHER of nts. people 
* chaſtens” them © not for his pleaſure, 
but for their profit, that they might be 
© partakers of His holineſs.” 

Sometimes it has been found, that the 
loſs of a friend has proved the faving of a 
ſoul. ** The ſpirit of” an aſcending « Eli- 
jah has reſted on Eliſha.” 


* Pſalm exxvi. 6, + 2 Kings ii. 15. 
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& My little children, for whom J travel ; 
in birth, until CuRIS be formed in you,” 
Oh, that this bleſſed fruit of affliction may 
be your's! May you catch the falling 
mantle, and follow the LoR p fully! 

Oh, that we may all be quickened, to 
ſerve Gop with more active zeal, and with 
more earneſtneſs of ſpirit, be © prefling to- 

<© wards the mark, and © laying hold on 
cc eternal life!“ | | 

We have one tie leſs to earth; and we 
have one attractive more to heaven and 
glory. Oh, that our eye and our heart may 
be more fully and devoutly directed thither ! 

3. Let us all who are parents, ſee the im- 
portance of conſulting and purfuing the ſpi- 
ritual intereſt of our children. / 

Ah, my friends, can any thing equal the 
advantages of real piety ? Can you ſeek a 
better inheritance for your children ? Can 
you provide a better cordial for a day of 
trouble? What though you might leave 
them amply provided for in this world, yet 
can you enjoy. reſt in your ſouls, without 
knowing that they © have in Heaven a bet- 
« ter and an enduring a ſubſtance?” A veil 

may 
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may quickly be drawn over their moſt flat- 
tering proſpects of creature felicity. Vou 
may ſee them languiſhing under diſeaſe, and 
launching into eternity—and can you help 
feeling the importance of their being in- 
tereſted in the great ſalvation, and prepared 
for Heaven? 

Do you truly b them? do you mani- 
feſt a ſolicitude to provide for them in their 
journey through life? and do you take no 
pains to ſecure for them an inheritance be- 
yond the grave? Can you love them, and 
neglect their M uls, and their everlaſting in- 
terelt ? * | 

Ah, my friends, it is not cold formality, 
and a ſhew of godlineſs, will ſecure ſuch ad- 
vantages as theſe, We muſt * ſtrive,” if 
we would « enter in at the ſtraight gate,” 
and take our children with us, 

Alas! they are involved in the general 
depravity of human nature—Their adver- 
tary, the Devil, is employing a thouſand arts 
to beguile and to deſtroy them—they need 
all the aid that your knowledge and expe- 
rience, that your inſtructions and prayers 
can afford, to fave them from ** the evil of 


the 
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--< the preſent world,” and direct their hearts 
' heavenward. But if they fee you mind- 
ing earthly things,” and obſerve that the 
chief of your time, your thoughts, your 
cares, and affections is engaged in the world; 
- and that the duties of religion are performed 
with cold formality—If they ſee you aſſi- 
duous in providing for their temporal in- 
tereſt, and at the ſame time taking no pains 
to inſtruct them in * the things which 
* concern their everlaſting intereſt“ — If 
inſtead of warning them of their danger, 
and exerting your affectionate endeavours to 
ſave them from the ſnares of the enemy, 
you leave them unguarded, and even “ lead 
them into temptation.” —If inſtead of go- 
ing before them in * the footſteps of the 
« flock,” and in the practice of ſerious god- 
linefs, you encourage them in thoſe amuſe- 
ments and pleaſures whereby, ** the God of 
this world” maintains his empire in the 
minds of men, and even ſit with them there, : 
where the moſt captivating ſcenes of worldly 
entertainment are exhibit:4 — What have 
you to expect ? that they will be dead to the 


- ..world—to its pleaſures and purſuits ? that 
they 
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they will © love Gop with all their heart?“ 
that they will © deny” themſelves, and 
take up” their“ croſs and follow” IR SuS 
that they will cultivate the principles of re- 
ligion while they live, and feel its ſupports 
when they die ? 

No — nothing like it. Nothing but 
thorns and briars—nothing but unprofitable 
or injurious weeds is to be expected from 
that ground, which is not cultivated with 
diligence and labour. 

Let me intreat you then, if you value your 
own comfort, and your children's ſalvation 
—if you would have the divineſt conſolation 
in their removal, or be prepared yourſelves 
to leave them in peace, do not think lightly 
of their beſt and everlaſting intereſt—let the 
ſtrictneſs of your piety, the conſtancy of 
your endeavours, and the fervor of your 
prayers on their behalf, fully declare that 
your moſt ardent ſolicitude is to ſecure 
unto them * an inheritance among them 
« that are ſanctified. | 

4. Let thoſe who are young receive the 
ſolemn warning, and learn the importance 
of being prepared for death, 

| 2 Ah, 
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Ah, my young friends, fair and blooming 


as you now appear, your faces may ſoon be 
covered with paleneſs, and your eyes cloſed 
in death. | 

« For what is your life? it is even as a 
 * vapour that continueth for a little while, 
“and then paſſeth away.” 

Time is ſhort” - not too ſhort, if the 
privileges with which we are favoured are 
improved, and our everlaſting intereſt ſe- 
cured. Death cannot arrive too ſoon if it 
find us prepared for Heaven. 

But Oh, our dear young friend, who is 
now no more, found it a very ſerious thing 
to die, The relief which conſcious inte- 
grity and unblemiſhed character could af- 
ford, was not ſufficient in thoſe ſerious mo- 

ments. She wanted other proof, ſhe wanted 
convincing and unqueſtionable proof of 
God's ſpecial grace, and of her intereſt in 
nis precious ſalvation. She wanted the in- 
diſputable . teſtimony of mis sPIRIT, 
with her ſpirit, that ſhe was a child of 
© GoD.” 

My dear young friends, let me intreat 
you, make ſerious work of religion. It is 

| | not 
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not enough that you are inoffenſive to your 
fellow - creatures — Gop requires that you 
&« love HIM with all your heart.” It is not 
enough that you are free from diſgraceful 
impieties you muſt have © a new heart, 
* anda right ſpirit.” It is not enough that 
you are exemplary in your converſation 
you muſt © be found in CHRIST *.“ There 
is the only foundation on which you can 
build ſecurely. There is the only arꝶ that 
can fave you in the great day of Divine vi- 
ſitation, Oh, “turn into this /rong- 
e Hd improve the diſcoveries of God's 
everlaſting mercy—receive CHRIST JESUS 
THE LoRD, and © HE will give you power 
eto become the ſons” and daughters of 
* the moſt high Gop .“ 

He will ſhew you the richeſt ſprings of 
delight, even in a wilderneſs—HE * will 
« ſhew” you“ the path of life, and make 
death itſelf prove, at laſt, the gate to eternal 
_ Joys. Amen! and Amen! 


* Phil. iii. wn F John i. 12. 
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The following Hrn N, having been often 

repeated with peculiar Pleaſure by the 
| Deceaſed during her Illneſs, was ſung after 
the SERMON, 


NOW let our ſouls, on wings ſublime, 
+ Riſe from the vanities of time; 
Draw back the parting veil, and ſee 
3 1 he . of cternity. 


Born by a new celeſtial birth, 
Why ſhould we grovel here on earth ? 
Why graſp at tranſitory toys? 
So near to Heav'n's eternal joys. 


Shall ought beguile us on the road, 

- While we are walking back to Gop? 
For ſtrangers into life we come; 

And dying is but going home. 


Welcome ſweet hour of full diſcharge, 
That ſets our longing ſouls at large; 
Unbinds our chains, breaks up our cell, 
And gives us with our God to dwell. 


| To dwell with Gop, to feel His love, 
Is the full Heaven enjoy'd above ; 
And the ſweet expectation now 
Is the young dawn of Heaven below. 


